Hackbridge and Beddington Corner 
Neighbourhood Development Group

hackbridge.net

hackbridgeandbc@googlemail.com

Lord Graham Tope

House of Lords
London

SW1A 0PW

Dear Lord Tope,

THE LODGE TO THE CULVERS ESTATE

I am writing on behalf of the Hackbridge and Beddington Corner Neighbourhood Development Group.  We are a group of local residents and businesses, who have been working on proposals to produce a neighbourhood plan.  As I am sure you are already aware, the Localism Act gives local people more powers in terms of what development activity takes place in their area.  Hackbridge was selected as one of the front-runners to bring in neighbourhood planning and we are now some 12 months into our task to produce a plan.  
During the process of pulling together data and information about the area we have defined as being within our neighbourhood boundary, we have discovered a number of sites, which we believe have both community and historical significance.  A number of these buildings have listed status such as the Red Lion Pub, the cottages on Hackbridge Green, Crieff Villas, and river side the former Mill House near Goat Bridge.  We are, however, concerned about the future of The Lodge to the Culvers Estate.  For ease of reference, this is the property, which sits at the junction of London Road and Medland Close. 

The Lodge is almost all that remains of the Culvers Estate.  In the 18th century, the Estate was owned by Foster Reynolds from a Quaker family, and used as a bleaching ground.  The Estate consisted of large houses and the Corn Mill.  The wheel-pit and millstones are all that remain today of the Culvers Mill, which dates back to the late 1700s.
By the middle of the 19th century the Estate was owned by Samuel Gurney a banker, who married Ellen Reynolds.  With the collapse of the banks, in 1866 the Estate was sold and by the second half of the 1800s was bought by John Peter Gassiot.  The Lodge is on the Ordnance Survey map of 1895; earlier maps show the site as a cottage alongside two other cottages.  The building today could be an alteration of the earlier cottage or a rebuilding for Gassiot; this needs further investigation to clarify and research is ongoing.

The Lodge is currently unoccupied, boarded up and with an uncertain future. 

Having spoken to contacts at Sutton Council (Mrs Sally Blomfield), we have been informed that The Lodge is owned by Sutton Council but managed by Sutton Housing Partnership, who are currently reviewing the condition of the property.

During our consultation on proposals for our neighbourhood plan, one common theme coming through, is the desire to retain the heritage of Hackbridge and enhance its identity as a place of quality and character. 

It is clear from historical maps and publications by local people and groups, Hackbridge once had a thriving industrial base, due to its prominent location on the River Wandle.  There were wealthy residents, who resided in large houses such as The Culvers, The Limes, Wallington Cottage, Hackbridge Lodge and Hackbridge House, some of whom owned Mills and factories, which have long since disappeared. 

We are writing to you, in your capacity as Heritage Champion for the Greater London Borough of Sutton, to express our concern about the future of The Lodge, which is one of the few remaining links with Hackbridge’s past, and preserving it is our wish, consistent with the objective of enhancing the identity and sense of belonging for the community.

We are, therefore, looking for your help and support to our objective to preserve the Lodge, through all appropriate channels, alongside our NDG work. 

Yours faithfully,  

Helena Barrowclough  

Chair   

Hackbridge and Beddington Corner Neighbourhood Development Group
